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division   of  the  clergy  ever  sympathized  with   the   feudal
party.

The strength of the parties was locally divided. The national
party was strongest in the north, where the successive forfeiture
of English and Normans had put it in the royal power to
provide amply for its supporters ; where the national spirit
and institutions lingered the longest, and only required
the assurance of good government to place themselves on the
king's side. The domains of the great earls lay more in the
middle of England, which was therefore the seat of disaffection
and uneasiness generally, the towns taking the royal or national
side against the nobles. The southern shires were more
decidedly royalist, the great domains and strong castles of the
kings and their kinsmen in the neighbourhood of the seats of
government, and the diffusion of episcopal influence, giving
them a very considerable advantage. The feudal party made
up for its want of strength in other classes of society and other
parts of England, by foreign alliances, and the extent and
wealth of great foreign domains. The intense dislike of the
English to foreigners, which was wisely humoured by Henry II,
and as foolishly disregarded by Stephen, John, and Henry III,
contributed an ingredient of personal partisanship.

Henry II had broken the feudal party by war, and disarmed
it by policy : he had succeeded so well, that the very men who
had been his opponents accepted their position, and became
the most faithful adherents of his sons. At his death, and
during the reign of Richard, there seemed to be every chance
that the national party would soon comprise every element
of political life ; the party quarrels of the period arising from
mere personal causes, and the great body of the baronage,
as well as the rising municipalities, being faithful. And these
chances might have been made a certainty, when the loss
of their Norman estates had robbed the feudalists of their
vantage-ground.

But the growth and consolidation of the national party had
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